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All students are required to read all three books on the list. 
Students will be assessed on their summer reading during the 
first week of school. 
 
Peak by Roland Smith 

14-year-old Peak Marcello (named by his mountaineering parents) as he's arrested for 
scaling Manhattan's Woolworth Building, in an attempt to graffiti his tag-a blue mountain 
peak-high on the side of it. Peak is headed for a long stint in juvenile detention when his 
estranged father swoops into the courtroom with a solution that will get the media's 
newest darling-the papers have dubbed Peak "Spider Boy"-immediately and far out of 
sight. Before the trek to China, where Peak's father runs a commercial climbing operation 
on the Tibetan side of Mount Everest, Peak's English teacher, Vincent, gives him two 
notebooks to fill, which will complete his requirements for the school year. This conceit 
allows Peak to tell his story in his own wry voice and to share lots of Vincent's advice. 
Peak will try to become the youngest person ever to scale Everest-overcoming Chinese 
bureaucrats, resentment of his father, rivalry with a Nepalese teen who has the same goal, 
avalanches, icy crevasses, howling winds, searing cold and many, many frozen corpses to 
reach the 29,028-foot summit.  

Woods Runner by Gary Paulsen 

Samuel, 13, spends his days in the forest, hunting for food for his family. He has grown 
up on the frontier of a British colony, America. Far from any town, or news of the war 
against the King that American patriots have begun near Boston. 
 
But the war comes to them. British soldiers and Iroquois attack. Samuel's parents are 
taken away, prisoners. Samuel follows, hiding, moving silently, determined to find a way 
to rescue them. Each day he confronts the enemy, and the tragedy and horror of this war. 
But he also discovers allies, men and women working secretly for the patriot cause. And 
he learns that he must go deep into enemy territory to find his parents: all the way to the 
British headquarters, New York City. 

True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi 

In 1832, Charlotte Doyle, a thirteen-year-old school girl, is returning to her family in 
America from her school in England. Charlotte's voyage takes place on the Seahawk, a 
seedy ship headed by a murderously cruel captain and sailed by a mutinous crew. 
Charlotte gets caught up in the bitter feud between captain and crew, which eventually 
leads to her being found guilty of a murder.  


